
2 Timothy 2:1–2  2 … the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others. 

The “things” – What was the good news?
· That the kingdom of God, the Age to Come …
· Has broken into our world in and through Jesus. 
· And “in” and “through” him, God is busy making all things new.

So, what is a Bondservant? 
Philippians 2:5–7 5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage …

Although Jesus is equal with God the Father in all of his attributes. 
· He didn’t consider that equality as something …
· To be used to his own advantage. 

7 rather, he made himself nothing [emptied himself out, rendered himself void] by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 

The word Servant in Greek = Doulos = Bondservant 

What is a Bondservant?
A bondservant is someone who offers himself freely to the one he serves. 

Jesus made the decision to Bond himself to us …
· In order to rescue us from the present age …
· And the power that Satan and sin had over us. 
· So that we can be made new, be “truly human” … can be made new …
· And bear his image into the world. 

That is how he made himself a bondservant to us.
· What would it mean for us to be bondservants to one another?

It means that I make a pack or a bond with someone else. 
· To do whatever it takes to help them be like Jesus. 
· Find their joy in Jesus and do the work of Jesus. 
· Till God on the last day renews all things. 

That is the pack, that is the bond and it is two-way. 
· I bond myself to you and you bond yourself to me …
· With the same purpose and intent. 

Some things that you will see in a relationship like that …

MUTUAL ENCOURAGEMENT
Hebrews 3:13
The context of the passage is that the author is referring back to …
· The Israelites desert wanderings. 
· Using them as an example of how not to be. 
· And how to avoid ending up the way they did. 

Hebrews 3:12-13 ‘See to it, brothers and sisters that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God.

See to it that none of you end up in a place of unbelief as they did.
· That none of you land in a place where you don’t trust God. 
· Where you give up hope and where you lose your passion …
· For his calling of being a light to the world. 

So how do we prevent it?
· How do we not end up like them?

· What is our plan to make sure we don’t fall into the same trap?

13 … encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, [Why?] so that none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness.’

What do we learn here? A number of things. 
1. Sin is deceitful 
· We see it from the very beginning. 
· Eat from the tree and you will be like God. 

Not eat from the tree and you will loose your humanity …
· While being restless wonderers on the earth. 

2. Sin Hardenss your Heart
· Lying, gossiping, lusting, slandering, drinking to much etc.
· Doesn’t have a softening nature. 
· It has a haredning nature. 

It hardens your heart to the things of God. 
· It makes you less receptive to his spirit. 
· It makes you unresponsive to his word.
· And it robs you from your faith. 

How do we combat it?
13 … encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today

The word Encourage –  Parakaleo (Greek) means …
· To urge strongly, to appeal to, to exhort or to encourage. 

In other words to encourage you …
· Is to help you stay the coarse of bearing the image of Christ …
· Into this world. 

It is to encourage you to … 
· Remaning fully surrendered to Jesus rule and reign …
· While you hold onto him as your greatest treasure …
· Your greatest Affection, joy and delight. 

Sometimes life as a disciple of Jesus in world this world and this time … 
· Can feel a little bit crazy!

There are a number of balls to juggle …
· Paying the bills, meeting the demands of work.
· Raising kids, emotionally connecting with them and your spouse …
· Planning futures … Fixing things that breaks at home. 

In the midst of this we are fighting to stay morally faithful …
· While not getting caught up in the here and now. 
· While we are trying to help people to know Jesus …
· Who often seems like they don’t want to know him …
· In the way he wants to be known. 

Sometimes we just need to say to each other.
· You are not Crazy!

Keep on...
· Fighting.
· Digging into your bible.
· Allowing God to transform you. 
· Doing the work of Jesus by reaching out to a lost world. 
· Keep on building those friendships. 
· Fight sin and being open when you loose your way. 
· Spending time with your kids.
· Fighting for your marriage and spiritual friendships. 

YOU ARE NOT CRAZY!
· Stay the Coarse

All of us need that kind of encouramgent.
· And your bondservant is saying …
· I am going to be that for you. 


MUTUAL FIGHTING FOR …

Hebrews 10:23–24 23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.

What is the hope that we profess that God is faithful to. 
· That God will one day renew all things.
· That he will set things right. 
· That he will bring about justice. 
· And that he will work in us and through us towards the end. 
· And that he will resurrect the faithful into his new world on the last day

23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.

 24And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 

Some other Translations...
‘And let us be moving one another at all times to love and good works’ 
…

‘Excite one another...’
…

‘Let's see how inventive we can be in encouraging love and helping out..’ 
…

‘Let us bestow thought on one another’
…

“Let us be concerned for one another…’


Why should we spur one another on?

Shakespeare said “Men’s faults seldom to themselves appear.”

Jeremiah 17:9 ‘The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?’ 

We don’t always have a clear picture of where we are at before God …
· Or how we are doing spiritually. 

	
Example




We need a Bondservant to …
· Point us in the Right direction.
· To Spur us on towards love and good deeds. 
· To be moving us at all times towards love and good works. 
· To excite us …
· To be inventive in ways that they can encourage us to love and help out.
· To be concerned for us and bestow thought on us. 

Now, I don’t know about you, but that sounds like hard work …
· That is going to require and enormous amount of …
· Patience, endurance and love. 

Isn’t all of this supposed to be happening by grace?
· I think what we so often miss is that as bondservants …
· We are part of God’s grace. 

The hard work of pouring ourselves out for others …
· As Jesus poured himself out for us …
· Is all part of God’s grace/ favour. 

And the reason that it sounds like hard work is because it is hard work. 

Speaking to the elders of the church in Ephesus in Acts 20 Paul said … 
‘Remember that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears.’ Acts 20:31

He was fighting for them!
· He was spurring them on. 
· He was moving them and exciting them. 

To the church in Galatia he said … 
Galatians 4:19–20 19 My dear children, for whom I am again in the pains of childbirth until Christ is formed in you, 20 how I wish I could be with you now and change my tone, because I am perplexed about you! 

Helping someone to be formed into the image of Christ. 
· Is like a woman trying to push the baby out!

It is hard work. 
· And it is particularly hard to clean up the garden … 
· If the garden has been unkept for some years. 

As your bondservant. 
· I am saying that I am bonding myself to you. 
· To spur you on in such a way as for Christ to be formed in you.

And in order to do that in a helpful way I am going to …
· Constantly commit myself to prayer and seeking council. 
· In order to find the wisdom to get the right balance of …
· Encouraging you and fighting for you. 

We have a responsibility towards one another …
· To comfort the disturbed and disturb the comfortable. 

MUTUAL OPENESS AND ACCOUNTABILITY

James 5:16 16Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. 

There needs to be a confessing of sins, shortcomings & temptations.
· So that we can be praying for one another.
· Helping one another. 
· And keep each other accountable. 

What does that look like? (Example)
· NOT, I watched stuff that I shouldn’t have.

BUT rather... 
· I was sitting in front of the TV all by myself.
· And I started flipping through the channels.
· Knowing it was not a good Idea.
· I decided to go on ahead anyway and look at...

My relationship with God is not great.
· And if I say not great, this is what I mean!
· ...

None of this flimsy, flimsy, vague, vague scraps from the table. 

NO! This is it!
· This is what I have been up to.
· These are my Temptations.
· Please help me, pray for me and keep me accountable.

We have to be willing to ask each other ...
· The uncomfortable next question. 
· …

And this openness and accountability …
· Needs to be a mutual openness and a mutual accountability. 

Here are two very basic question that I would want to encourage us …
· To ask in our one another times. 

Two good questions …
1.  What are you working on?
2. How can I help you?

These three things are but the Bare Bone Basics … 
· For God-glorifying one another relationships. 

1. Mutual encouragement
2. Mutual fight for and looking out for
3. Mutual openness & accountability

Conclusion 
Again, I want to say with Paul...
2 Timothy 2:2 2The things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others. 
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